2025 S-STEM Scholars Meeting

Frequently Asked Questions
Meeting Mentor Applications

How do | apply to be a meeting mentor?
Complete the meeting mentor application form by March 31, 2025 at 11:59 p.m. ET.

What do meeting mentors do?

Meeting mentors support scholar engagement in the meeting in many ways, including:

» Assist attendees in navigating meeting activities, sessions, and networking

» Assist in facilitating interactive meeting sessions and activities (e.g., scholar
orientation, networking events, etc.)

o Assist with student navigation in San Diego (e.g., helping students get to/from the
airport, hotel, local attractions, etc.)

e Serve as a Genius Bar facilitator

e Facilitate or assist as “extra hands” for interactive scholar workshops

» Organize and lead a dinner group with students on the evening of October 3

Additional details on meeting mentor duties and expectations can be found here.

Who is eligible to complete the meeting mentor application form?

Any P1/Co-Pl/Program Staff engaged in an active S-STEM award as of October 2025 who
has students nominated to attend the meeting can apply. Only one meeting mentor
application per award number will be considered for selection. Meeting mentors must be
available to assist students for the duration of the meeting in San Diego, CA on Oct. 2-4.

My S-STEM project ends prior to October 2025. Can | still apply to be a
meeting mentor?

No, attendance is limited to Pls/Co-Pls/Program Staff who have an active S-STEM project
supporting students during the time of the meeting. If your project was granted a no-cost
extension, then you are eligible to apply. If you are in the process of submitting a no-cost
extension, or if you are awaiting a decision from NSF, your meeting mentor application will
still be considered.
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https://airtable.com/appjI0a2gJDZXxwFD/pagT3V6Xy5jZ1ynlo/form
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Meeting-Mentor-Expectations-Overview.pdf

2025 S-STEM Scholars Meeting

FAQ: Meeting Mentor Applications

| do not have students who are eligible to attend at this time. Can I still
apply to be a meeting mentor?

No, we have limited spots for meeting mentors. We are reserving these spots for Pls/Co-
Pls/Program Staff from awards that are actively supporting, and have nominated,
scholars who are eligible to attend the meeting.

How many meeting mentors will be selected?

100 meeting mentors will be selected to attend.

Can PIs/Co-Pls/Program Staff attend the meeting if they are not selected
as meeting mentors?

No, only Pls/Co-Pls/Program Staff who are selected to serve as meeting mentors are
permitted to attend the meeting.

Will you re-open the application to include additional meeting mentors
later?

No. Unfortunately, due to the logistics of booking travel and lodging for all meeting
attendees we are not able to extend the application deadline or re-open it later on.

What is the meeting mentor selection criteria?

To maximize the number of awards receiving a meeting mentor spot, only one
application per S-STEM award number will be considered. Selection will be based on (1)
availability of applicants to support students in multiple capacities; (2) congruence of
workshop proposals/suggestions of ways to help students put forth by applicants with
Scholar Meeting goals; and (3) representation across institutional characteristics that
correspond with the pool of scholar attendees.

Will travel be covered for meeting mentors?

Yes, travel will be funded for individuals selected to participate as meeting mentors. This
includes round-trip plane or train ticket, meals during the meeting, a travel stipend, and
hotel nights (10/2 & 10/3). Meeting mentors will be responsible for arranging their travel
through our travel agency by the end of May. More details will be provided once selected.
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FAQ: Meeting Mentor Applications

What happens after | complete the application?

You will receive an email stating confirmation of your application submission.

When will | be notified if | am selected to attend as a meeting mentor?

In April, we will send a notice regarding meeting mentor selection to the email address
used on the meeting mentor application form.

When and how do | register, if | am selected as a meeting mentor?

Online registration for both selected scholars and meeting mentors will open in April.
Individuals accepted to attend as a meeting mentor will receive a non-transferable
registration link corresponding to the email address they used on their meeting mentor
application. Meeting mentors will be responsible for registering themselves and making
sure that selected scholars from their institution also register for the meeting by the
noted deadline.

What if | have dietary restrictions or accessibility needs?

On the meeting registration form, selected meeting mentors and scholars will be able to
indicate their dietary restrictions and any accessibility accommodations that they need
for both the hotel room and meeting space (e.g., ASL interpreters, scooters, ADA
accessible hotel room, etc.).

Am | required to submit a workshop proposal to apply to be selected as a
meeting mentor?

No. Meeting mentors can assist students throughout the meeting in a variety of
capacities, but Pls/Co-Pls/Program Staff applicants are encouraged to submit their
workshop proposals for consideration.

Additional information for workshop proposal submission can be found here.
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https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-Workshop-Proposal-FAQ.pdf

