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S-STEM Resource & Evaluation Center (REC)

NSF AWARD #2224093: AAAS-NSF S-STEM 
Resource & Evaluation Center 

2026 S-STEM Scholars & PI Meeting 
Know Before You Go Information Session

May 15, 2026
2:00-3:00 p.m. ET
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please introduce yourself!

• Provide your name and institution

• What’s one thing you’re excited 
about? 

• What’s one thing you want to know 
more about?

In the chat…

Who is with us today?
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Housekeeping

event page

jblake@aaas.org

Please type your questions in the “Q&A” box at any time and “upvote” 
questions that are of interest to you.

Today’s slides and recording will be posted on the event page of the S-STEM 
REC website.

Click the "Live Transcript/CC" icon to access closed captioning.

Contact Jamila Blake in the chat or at jblake@aaas.org for technology questions 
or issues

https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-know-before-you-go-info-session-series/
mailto:jblake@aaas.org
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Know Before You Go Information Sessions

May 15 (Today!)
• Meeting overview

• Reimbursement & travel stipend 
overview

• Travel booking

• Poster presentations

• Next steps

“What do I need to do to prepare for 
the meeting?”

September 15  3:00pm ET
• Detailed agenda

• Reimbursement & travel stipend details

• Travel tips & navigating DC

• Meeting norms & expectations

• Networking tips

“What can I expect at the meeting?”

Register here

https://aaas.zoom.us/meeting/register/qTZGij5dRZu1wUdrYI2cIg#/registration
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Today’s Agenda

I.    About the S-STEM REC

II. Meeting Overview & Posters

III.  Travel Booking & Pre-Meeting Checklist

IV.  Stipend Cards & Reimbursements

V.   FAQs & Resources

VI.  Q&A
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AAAS S-STEM Resources & Evaluation Center (REC)

The S-STEM REC seeks to cultivate a network of S-STEM stakeholders and promote the exchange of ideas, 
resources, opportunities, and knowledge related to the effective strategies and practices to increase the 
number of talented low-income students obtaining degrees in STEM and entering the STEM workforce.

AAAS S-STEM REC works to:

   Increase the effectiveness of the S-STEM Portfolio

   Build the capacity of S-STEM Network Programs

   Build the capacity of S-STEM Scholars

This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation (NSF) under Grant No. DUE-2224093. Any opinions, findings and 
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the NSF.

https://sstemrec.aaas.org/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/
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2026 S-STEM Scholars & PI Meeting

October 9-11, 2026

Washington, DC

Washington Hilton

Agenda-At-A-Glance

https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
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Meeting Registration

Meeting registration is now closed

We are at capacity for both scholar and 
non-scholar registrants

• If scholar spots become available, we will invite
from our waitlist in July

• We cannot accommodate self-funded scholars 
due to the capacity of our venue

**There will be no on-site meeting registration**
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Programmatic Highlights

• Daily plenaries
• Concurrent workshops
• Career & Education Fair
• Poster sessions
• Networking opportunities

This is a joint meeting with Scholars 
and PIs/other project staff, and there 
will be a mix of targeted and joint 
programming
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Schedule Highlights

Friday, October 9

• Registration (11am-
4pm)

• Scholar orientation 

• Opening plenary

• Networking

• Meals provided: Dinner

Saturday, October 10

• Plenaries

• Concurrent workshops

• Career & Ed Fair

• Poster presentations

• Meals provided: 
Breakfast, Lunch

Sunday, October 11

• Career & Ed Fair

• Poster presentations

• Closing plenary

• Meals provided: 
Breakfast

11:00am-8:30pm 8:15am-5:15pm 8:15am-12:00pm
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Posters Presentations

Scholars are encouraged to submit abstracts for 
scientific research & STEM-related work

• Includes broader topics & project scopes
• Work can be ongoing or in progress

See Abstract Guidelines for more info

Submit poster abstracts by September 1

**No option for on-site poster submission**

https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Poster-Guidelines.pdf
https://airtable.com/appGrryrgNi1LAbuQ/pagtAq8btiaDyYkTr/form
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Travel Booking & 
Next Steps
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Travel Support for Scholars

Scholars will receive:

• Round trip plane/train ticket

• Individual hotel room stay during meeting dates (Oct 9 & 10)

• Stipend or reimbursement for:
• Meals not provided at the meeting
• Ground transportation
• Travel incidentals
• For local attendees: mileage & parking or public transit
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Travel Booking
Scholars MUST follow directions and meet deadlines 
provided by AAAS for booking their travel

Travel Booking Deadline: June 30 at 8:00pm ET

Staggered booking groups have been assigned, and detailed 
instructions will be emailed to groups on:
• May 6
• May 27
• June 10

If an email is not received by June 12, contact ssteminitiative@aaas.org 

mailto:ssteminitiative@aaas.org
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Travel Booking Instructions (Air/Train)
1. Confirm that there no school, work, or personal conflicts on October 9-11 BEFORE booking 

plane/train tickets as they are non-refundable and non-transferrable 

2. Call the AAAS partner travel agency
• You’ll need a government-compliant REAL ID or passport
• If you’d like to travel with other scholars from your institution, you’ll need to call the travel 

agency together
• Traveling with your PI: Most PIs are self-funded, so we recommend the scholar books their 

travel first and then the PI should try to book the same flights/trains themselves. For travel 
awardee PIs, you can call the travel agency together.

3. Keep a copy of your air/train travel confirmation for your records

Note about traveling from distant/rural locations: If the travel agency determines that Friday arrival 
and Sunday departure will not allow you to attend the full meeting, they will reach out to us to 
approve an early arrival or late departure.

Travel booking FAQ

https://www.tsa.gov/realid?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_adgroup=%7bAdGroupName%7d&utm_campaign=%7bCampaignName%7d&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23129058121&gbraid=0AAAAABq_W-S2Rc8xUt4s7IycPL6IeL34r&gclid=CjwKCAjwwpDQBhAuEiwAa-4Wo2absRrl4MYpPOqPPklbjm8CorlI0SWJXqYrXssRiyDSD79gQoTVkBoCtFEQAvD_BwE
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Travel-Booking_FAQ.pdf
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Travel Booking Instructions (Driving/Local)
• Any method of travel beyond plane/train requires pre-approval by AAAS staff 

through completion of a Driving Request Form

• Driving a personal vehicle
• Mileage & parking is reimbursable up to the cost of a comparable 

flight/train
• All individuals in a carpool must complete a driving request form, but only 

the driver will be reimbursed

• Local attendees
• Within 50 miles of the meeting
• Public transit, rideshare, ride from family/friend
You cannot rent a car to travel to the meeting

Driving to the Meeting FAQ

https://airtable.com/apprFSil1xfkTd8Vs/pagTMBppm1OKz2e8v/form
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Driving-to-the-Meeting_FAQ.pdf
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Important Notes About Scholar
Travel Booking
If you fail to arrange your travel by June 30, we will assume you are 
unable to attend the meeting and your registration will be 
cancelled. 

Please email ssteminitiative@aaas.org as soon as an issue or question 
pops up – do not wait until the last minute.

After your travel is booked, AAAS will book your hotel room. AAAS will 
not be providing ground transport between the airport/train station 
and your hotel, but we will share detailed guidance closer to the 
conference and in our September KBYG.

mailto:ssteminitiative@aaas.org
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Hotel Reservations
Please do not contact the hotel to reserve a room

Scholars will have rooms at the Washington Hilton or the 
nearby Churchill Hotel (2 min walk)

AAAS staff will reserve a hotel room for each scholar on the meeting nights (Oct 9 & 10)
• Contact ssteminitiative@aaas.org with requests for accessibility, double-beds, or 

additional nights at your own expense
• Reservation confirmation emails will be sent directly from the hotel in August
• AAAS will not cover incidental charges (room service, in-room movies, mini-bar snacks, 

etc)
• If we have approved an early arrival or late departure due to necessary changes in 

travel dates, your hotel booking will reflect this

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/dcawhhh-washington-hilton/
https://www.thechurchillhotel.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Leisure+Brand+Awareness+Max&utm_content=Trips+to+DC&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22296090197&gbraid=0AAAAA-9ek2qDNU1U6sL8vJCdlk1NbaWpm&gclid=CjwKCAjwwpDQBhAuEiwAa-4Wo9zmGc81pI_HoEG6az9WH7f1v7iIJVCFN2rLUrIEnv26SWw8nwsAjBoCxPUQAvD_BwE
mailto:ssteminitiative@aaas.org
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Form W-9 Submission

To process funding for travel & accommodations, each traveler 
needs to submit an IRS Form W-9

• Download Blank Form W-9
• Upload Completed Form to Secure Folder

Deadline to complete and submit: September 1

https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Form-W-9.pdf
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Form-W-9.pdf
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Form-W-9.pdf
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Form-W-9.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/request/mZAvHzbI19XXvnJMUMQV
https://www.dropbox.com/request/mZAvHzbI19XXvnJMUMQV
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Scholar To-Do List
1. Confirm your availability for October 9-11. If you’re unable to attend, submit the registration 

cancellation form.

2. Arrange your travel by June 30 by either calling the AAAS travel agency or completing the driving 
request form.
• You’ll receive emailed instructions on May 6, May 27, or June 10. If you don’t receive an email by June 12, reach out to 

ssteminitiative@aaas.org

3. Keep an eye on your inbox in August for a hotel booking confirmation. Email us with any requests for 
accessibility, double beds, or additional nights not pre-approved by AAAS.

4. Complete and submit your Form W-9 by September 1.

5. Submit your poster abstract by September 1.

6. Register for the September 15 Know Before You Go and keep an eye on your inbox for more meeting 
resources.
• If you think you’re missing communications, please check your spam folder first, then email us to confirm we have the correct 

information. Please do not wait until after deadlines to ask about missing communications.

7. Review the meeting FAQ page for more information and email us with any additional questions.

8. Join the S-STEM Scholars LinkedIn Community

https://airtable.com/apprFSil1xfkTd8Vs/pagKTCRLCjmFNwFfX/form
https://airtable.com/apprFSil1xfkTd8Vs/pagKTCRLCjmFNwFfX/form
mailto:ssteminitiative@aaas.org
https://aaas.zoom.us/meeting/register/qTZGij5dRZu1wUdrYI2cIg#/registration
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12830947/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12830947/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12830947/
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Travel Stipend Cards & 
Reimbursement
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Stipend cards
• Eligibility: Scholars who booked air/train 

tickets through our travel agency

• Timing: Pick up at meeting registration, 
can use immediately

• Amount: Pre-determined by

• Per diem for meals not provided at 
the meeting

• Estimated cost for ground 
transportation

• Estimated cost for baggage fees

Reimbursement via expense report
• Eligibility: Scholars who did not pick up a 

stipend card (drivers, locals)

• Timing: Submit expense report after 
meeting, receive reimbursement within 
6-8 weeks

• Amount: Individually determined by 

• Per diem for meals not provided at 
the meeting

• Applicable mileage and parking

• Other noted incidentals in compliance 
with AAAS travel policy

We will be sharing more detailed information about stipend cards and reimbursement 
closer to the meeting and in our September KBYG.
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Resources & FAQs
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Existing Resources

2026 Scholars & PI Meeting Event Page

FAQ: General Meeting Information

FAQ: Travel Booking

FAQ: Driving to the Meeting

FAQ: Scholar Posters

Registration Cancellation Form

LinkedIn Scholars Community

Upcoming Resources

Tips for Flying to the Meeting

Tips for What to Wear to the Meeting

Tips for Ground Transportation

Tips for Networking

Navigating to the Hotel

Local Restaurants & Attractions

https://sstemrec.aaas.org/event/2026-s-stem-scholars-pi-meeting/
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-General-Meeting_FAQ_FINAL.pdf
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Travel-Booking_FAQ.pdf
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-Driving-to-the-Meeting_FAQ.pdf
https://sstemrec.aaas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Scholar-Poster_FAQ.pdf
https://airtable.com/apprFSil1xfkTd8Vs/pagKTCRLCjmFNwFfX/form
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12830947/
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Questions?

https://teachonline.ca/tools-trends/exploring-future-education/five-key-questions-about-state-online-learning
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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NSF AWARD #2224093: AAAS-NSF S-STEM Resource & Evaluation Center 

Stay Connected With Us!

Explore: https://sstemrec.aaas.org/
Join our Mailing List: http://eepurl.com/grH5C9 
Connect on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/csew
Follow on Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/aaascsew.bsky.social  

https://sstemrec.aaas.org/
http://eepurl.com/grH5C9
https://www.linkedin.com/company/csew
https://bsky.app/profile/aaascsew.bsky.social
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